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others had followed his example of silence) ibr 
few can speak of obelisks and to the point at the 
same time. 

Bat while the Licentiate was investigating ^e 
obelisks Master Nicholas was by no means idle, 
and presently called out, '* Here, master priest, 
I have found a whole nest of curious books, and 
all engrossed by hand, and painted and adorned 
with figures, but as easy to read as print." 
''Declare to me the titles of some of ttiem," 
answered the priest, " and we shall see if tbej be 
of any account." Forthwith the barber began : 
" ' Collectanea Ohimica : a Collection of BaiB and 
Curious Treatises on Hermetic Science,* *Mr,. 
Yardley's Process for Making Gold,' * Bock of 
the Offices and Orders of Spirits,' *Key of 
Solomon the King,*" and would have gom on 
had not the priest stopped him, that he m^ht 
himself look into these volumes. But as he 
turned the leaves over, admiring the seals, pen* 
tacles, magic writings, circles, figures of ihe 
Cabala, and the like wonders of Theurgy, thore , 
slipped out a sheet of paper closely written on in 
a fine character. "What is that?" said tlie 
barber, as the priest picked it up and beg^ to 
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here to see books, not to 
lectures and discourses, ui 
occasion to speak a word i: 
is a privilege that pertaii 
doctors. Do you, therefore 
proclaim, like a King-at-^ 
title of the several books." 
began: **Oriatrike, or Phy 
new Bise and Progress of 1 
cine for the Destruction < 
Prolongation of Life.** « Si 
tiate, '' since this seems n< 
declare who wrote it." * 
it appears," answered the ba 
Val Helmont, for there is 
ingenious, subtle doctor, 
his Ternary of Paradoxes 3 
unheard-of curiosities ; as t 
Wine and the Deliramei 
means the Eavings of the Bl 
" The Discovery of Witchc 
played Lewde Unchristian 
mongers." "That, Mastei 
Discovery, and a kind of bar 
horoscopes, witches' Sabbat! 
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graphia, or the Art of Shadows/ has got among 

these modem tracts on magnetisms, mes* 

merisms, and somnambulisms." (This came 

from the barber, who should have been an In. 

quisitor.) " It were hard indeed to say,*' answered 

the priest, " what shadows have to do with such 

grave and weighty books; but I see this is a 

work on making dials, printed in the seventeenth 

oentury, which may be called the age of dials, 

as this present time is the 

what have we here ? by Vir^ 

than Delrio on Magic, and in 

Master Nicholas, are, I veril 

carious and wonderful six I 

fitted out with all manner of 

quaint, stupend relations, i 

good father Delrio was not lik 

scribblers, who pick here and ] 

dcraps of all sorts like a cook 

rather one of those learned p 

author of Pantagniel quintess 

of fiffch essence, who do everything judiciously 

and admirably. Take him from my hands and 

lay him back softly in his stall, for fear he should 

fjEiscinate me, and with his incantations root my 
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But read on, what have you there?" " * Animjt 



Astrologise ; or a Guide for Astrologers/ by Mr, 

William Lilly, printed in 1676." " I know the 

book well," answered the Licentiate ; " in it are 

the one hundred and forty-six C 

Guide Bonatus, and the Choices 

the Seven Segments of Jerom Ca 

but this edition of 1676 I have 

since it is of the rarest." ** Ae 

Licentiate, is another book by tl 

namely, his Christian Astrology, i 

of in Three Books ; and at hand I 

of thick and glossy books calle< 

word I do not remember to have 

** It is merely Greek for an 1 

priest answered, " and the plural i 

though indeed it is not necessar 

are a barber, to know so much, 

sir, among so many curious boc 

wonderful arts, is there no pie 

work showing a man how to li 

years or so with less trouble tl 

now to live to fifty or sixty ?" 

something of this sort already, bi 

ciioicer way," answered the priest, ** namely, 
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